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1st VP 
      It is hard to believe another horseshoe 

pitching year is winding to an end.  One of 

the saddest stories of the year is the closing 

of the Tri-Valley Club.  A lot of great 

pitchers threw a lot of ringers on those 

courts.  A lot of work and love went into 

that club by some remarkable horseshoe 

people: Bill Brown, Glenn Jamieson, Linda 

Hoelscher, and Richard Robbins, to name 

just a few.  They can pull the horseshoe 

stakes, bull doze the facility and make it into 

horse barns and paddocks, but they can’t 

take away the good times and the 

memories.  Bill Brown’s wife brought his 

green club jacket out to the courts on the 

final days to be buried, fittingly, in one of 

the pits.  A stable hand will one day walk a 

racehorse over the ground that was once the 

horseshoe club, will hear a faint sound of the 

ringing clank of metal against metal, and 

won’t think twice about it, but a horseshoe 

pitcher would know that sound, and it would 

bring a tear to his eye! 

  

      The Northern California Horseshoe 

Pitching Championship was held in Louis 

Park in Stockton on October 5 and 6.  We 

were hoping for pleasant Fall weather but 

got a couple of 100-degree days for the big 

Norcal Event. 

  

      Bobby Bartell is this year’s NCHPA 

Champion with an undefeated 7-0 record. 

Bobby’s 63.14 % ringer average dominated 

the Class A group.   Bartell’s high game was 

a 76.3% in overwhelming Dan Pipkins 42-

3.   Bobby had a 71.7% game in a 

convincing 41-19 win over State Champion 

Nathan Williams, and threw a nice 70.5% in 

taking down Gil Tournour, 40-9.  Bobby’s 

toughest game came against Rick 

Bermingham in a 43-37 tussle that went to 

58 shoes.  Nathan Williams finished second 

in the Championship Group with a 5-2 

record.  Nathan’s high game was an 80% 

gem that came against his long-time rival 

Rick Bermingham; the game was a 44-4 

trouncing in 40 shoes.  Nathan’s only losses 

came in a 44-36, 64-shoe shocker to Dave 

Lane, and in a final game loss 41-19 to 

champion Bartell. Rick Bermingham 

finished 3
rd

 place in the Championship with 

a 4-3 record, and a 56.40% ringer average.   

Dave Lane finished 4
th  

at 4-3, with a 51.19 

% ringer average, the only pitcher in the 

Championship Class to pitch over his entry 

average.  Corinne Cook finished 5
th
 with a 

4-3 record and a 45.26 % average; Corinne 

had a memorable 40-35   win over 7-time 

State Champion Rick Bermingham in the 

final game.  Dan Pipkins finished 6
th
, Gil 

Tournour was 7
th
, and Rick Della Santina 

finished 8
th

. 

  

      Alva Ramirez won Class B with a 7-1 

record and a 48.44% ringer average, which 

was 7.2% above her entry average.  Alva 

had 4 games over 50% ringers including a 

59.3 % gem in defeating Lori Pipkins 41-8.  

 Richard Robbins took second place in Class 

B with a 5-2 record and a 36.65% ringer 

average.  Richard had a high game of 53.8% 

that he threw against Josie Tellers.  Lori 
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Pipkins was 3
rd

 place in Class B with a 5-2 

record and a 36.44% ringer average. 

  

     Pete Perez went 6-1 to win Class C with 

a ringer percentage of 40.16%, which was 

4.24% over his entering average.   Pete lost 

only to Bernie Cook 41-38; Bernie’s record 

was 5-2 which gave him a quiet 2
nd

 place 

finish…. Bernie? Quiet? Come on man! 

Gene Washoe was in 3
rd

 place at 4-3.  Gene 

pitched the high game for the group, with a 

53.1% in his first game of the day. 

  

     Deanna Balderama lost only one game on 

her way to winning Class D.  Lisa Dicharry 

was 2
nd

 place at 4-2.  Lisa’s second game 

38% was the high game for the group, and 

her 29.93% was the high ringer average in 

the Class. 

  

     Tony Smullen went 6-1 to win Class E.  

Jaimi Dominquez finished in 2
nd

 place at 4-

2, with a 26.87% ringer percentage which 

was high for the group.  Jaimi also had the 

high game for the class with a 38.2% in 

game 3.  Marshall Merino was 3
rd

 with a 4-2 

record; Marshall was the only pitcher to beat 

Smullen. 

  

      The afternoon heat almost got the best of 

Rick Eddy.  Rick repeatedly bent over with 

his hands on his knees in exhaustion, and we 

were near to calling the paramedics; but 

Eddy smoked a cigarette, and on sheer grit 

managed to win Class F, staggering to a 

playoff victory over Nick Balderama.  Rick 

finished with a 5-1 record.  Nick went 4-2, 

his 22.43% ringer average was high for the 

class.  High games for the class were three 

26%-ers: two thrown by Nick, and one 

pitched by Johnny Armenta who finished 

3
rd

 with a 2-3 record. 

  

       Emilio Duran went undefeated at 5-0 to 

win Class G with a 20.33% ringer average.  

Emilio also had the high game in the group 

with a nice 33.3% in game. 2.  Matthew 

Armenta was in 2
nd

 place at 4-1.  Geary 

Miller was 3
rd

 place with a 3-2 record. 

  

       The NCHPA Doubles Championship, 

played on Sunday, was won by the team of 

Gil Tournour and Dave Lane.  Gil and Dave 

went undefeated in 5 games, pitching a 49% 

ringer average.  Nathan Williams and Josie 

Tellers were in 2
nd

 place with a 3-2 record, 

and a 40.38% ringer percentage, just edging 

out Bernie and Corinne Cook who also had a 

3-2 record but had .38 of a point less of a 

ringer average of 40.00%.  Richard Robbins 

and Rick Della Santina were in 4
th

 place 

with a 3-2 record and a 35.58% ringer 

average. Pete Perez and Codie Nelson 

finished 5
th

, and Lisa Dicharry, and Lance 

Taylor were 6
th

. 

  

       Class B Doubles was “all Espinola!”  

Javier and Teo teamed up to win the class 

with a clean 5-0 record.  Alva and Cesar 

finished 2
nd

 at 4-1.  The dream team of 

Summers and Davis had a miracle 3
rd

 place, 

3-2 finish! 

  

       Class C Doubles went to a playoff with 

Johnny and Matthew Armento prevailing 

over Deanna and Nick Balderama. 

  

       The NCHPA Championship weekend 

was a big success!  Congratulations to 

Bobby Bartell, the NCHPA Singles Champ, 

and to Gil Tournour and Dave Lane the 

Doubles Winners. 

  

        A special thanks to everyone that made 

the Championship Weekend happen.  

Thanks to Gail Sluys for all the work 

involved in organizing entries and putting 



together a very good schedule. Thanks to 

Joe Summers, Richard Robbins, Dave Lane, 

and Travis Ritter for putting time into court 

preparation! George Davis  

 
                              

3rd VP 
The NCHPA 2023-2024 pitching season 

officially came to an end on Labor Day 

2024. During the season 14 tournaments 

were cancelled and 8 postponed for 

various reasons. A total of 83 tournaments 

were pitched to completion. I 

hope to see you on the courts in the 2024-

2025 pitching season. 

As always you club statisticians can make 

my task pretty easy if you send your 

HSMaster files (boxscore files, one file per 

class, tournament class standings 

file, and comma-separated-values Results 

file) to me in a timely manner. I would like 

to have them as soon after your tournament 

as is convenient. Please email your 

HSMaster files to me at: 

meanderson99@yahoo.com . And please be 

sure that the boxscore files that you send are 

generated in HSMaster as Tournaments, 

Reports, Format, Results [not Results 

(Brief)]. Keep in mind that I need member 

numbers in every file that you send. That 

means I want the long version, not 

brief version, of every file. (Note for 

Doubles tournaments HSMaster does not 

produce class boxscore files or tournament 

class standings file with member 

numbers.) 

 

Create the HSMaster files as follows: 

1) boxscore files, one per class: 

Tournaments, Play Singles or Play Doubles, 

Tournament (your tournament number and 

name), Class X, Load, Standings checked, 

Box Scores checked, Export; repeat for each 

class in place of X 

2) tournament class standings: Tournaments, 

Play Singles or Play Doubles, 

Tournament (your tournament number and 

name), Reports, Results [not Results 

(Brief)], preview if desired, Text File 

3) comma-separated-values Results file: 

Tournaments, Clean Up, Post Results to 

Player Stats set to (your tournament number 

and name), Results File. You may 

put these files in any folder you like, but 

C:\HSMasterData is a pretty common 

folder to put them in. Thanks for all your 

help. Mike Anderson 

 

 

 

There must to be a person 

willing to assume the 

editors role beginning on 

Jan. 15, 2025.  Presently the 

deadlines for articles have 

been 1/15, 4/15, 7/15, & 

10/15 of those months and 

the issue I left off is Volume 

28 #1,  Best of Luck!

 

file:///C:/Users/Casey/Documents/meanderson99@yahoo.com


4th VP 

 

 
 

                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

                               Jeff Williams 
 

 



HALF MOON BAY 
We would like to congratulate our NCHPA 

members for their success in the State 

Championships. NorCal had a 1,2,3 sweep 

in Men’s Championship, 1st. & 2nd. in 

Women’s Championship, 1st & 3rd in 

Junior Boys, 1st. & 2nd in Junior Girls &  

2nd & 3rd in Elder Men’s, 

Congratulations to Half Moon Bay’s Alva 

Ramirez for winning Group B in the 

NCHPA Championships, Half Moon Bay 

also did well in the NCHPA Doubles with 

the father & son Team of Javier & Teo 

Espinola winning the B Group and mother 

and Daughter team of Claudia Espinola and 

Alva Rameriez taking second place. 

Time to say goodbye to an OLD FRIEND. 

Tri Valley had its last tournament on 

October 13. After 50 plus years they lost 

their lease with the management team at the 

fairgrounds. We were lucky to have such a 

great facility, for sure, one of the best. 

Thanks to Richard and those before 

him for the great times and memories! 

Rick Della Santina 

 

WILLOWS 
"Let make Pitching great again" 

 

I cannot believe this year is almost over!! 

The Willows Club had scheduled 6 

tournaments this year and we were only able 

to have 5, One was canceled due to rain. 

March, Sunday the 24th, we had 7 pitchers, 

the Willows members, Coy Halsted placed 1 

st , Ray Szczpanski placed 2nd , Robert 

Gillett Jr placed 3rd , Robert Gillett Sr 

placed 4 th and Lance Taylor placed 6 th . 

April, Saturday the 20th , we had 18 

pitchers, the Willows members, Class A Coy 

Halsted placed 2nd , Class B Robert Gillett 

Jr placed 2nd , Lance Taylor placed 3rd , 

and Ray Szczpanski placed 5th , Class C 

Gene Washoe placed 1st , Lee Oliver placed 

2nd , and Robert Gillett Sr placed 4th . On 

Sunday the 21st , we had 14 pitchers, the 

Willows members, Class A Robert Gillett Jr 

placed 3rd , Gene Washoe placed  4th and 

Ray Szczepanski placed 5th, Class B 

Manuel Mix placed 1st , Rob Romans 

placed 2nd, Dave Perry placed 3rd, Robert 

Gillett Sr placed 4th , Lee Oliver placed 5th 

and Lisa Dicharry placed 7th. May, Saturday 

the 18th , we had 14 pitchers, the Willows 

members, Class A Lance Taylor placed 1st , 

Coy Halsted placed 3rd , and Rob Romans 

placed 5th , Class B Robert Gillett Sr placed 

2 nd, Jeff  Norried placed 3rd, Manuel Mix 

placed 4th , Gene Washoe placed 5th, Lisa 

Dicharry placed 6th and Dave Perry placed 

7 th. On Sunday the 19th , we had 10 

pitchers, the Willows members, Class A Coy 

Halsted placed 2nd , Rob Romans 

placed 3rd , Robert Gillett Jr placed 4th and 

Lance Taylor placed 5th , Class B Manuel 

Mix placed 1st , Gene Washoe placed 2nd , 

Robert Gillett Sr. placed 3rd, Dave Perry 

placed 4 th and Jeff Norried placed 5th . 

The 2024 World Tournament was in 

Kennewick, Washington from July 29th 

through August 3rd . Lance Taylor and I 

traveled to Washington with our trailer 

house and enjoyed staying the whole week. 

We were able to watch the championships, 

all of those pitchers are amazing. The worlds 

host a warm-up tournament which was 

played on Saturday, July 27th, there was 69 

pitchers, representing Willows, Class H 

Lance Taylor placed 2nd and Class K Lisa 

Dicharry placed 1st . On Sunday, July 28th , 

another WT Warm-up, there was 65 

pitchers, Lisa Dicharry pitched 140 shoes 

and had 29 ringers and Lance Taylor pitched 

176 shoes with 67 ringers. The World 

tournament had 549 pitchers, they had 

pitchers from Canada, Germany and 



Switzerland in attendance. The Willows 

members, Class Men’s D Lance Taylor 

placed 3rd, Class Men’s F Manuel Mix 

placed 4th, Gene Washoe placed 7th, Class 

Senior Men’s C Robert Gillett Sr. placed 

3rd, Class Women’s D Lisa Dicharry placed 

11th. What a wonderful experience! 

The 2024 California State Championships 

was in Buena Park on August 31st through 

September 1st, 128 pitchers were in 

attendance, Willows had 4 pitchers 

representing them, Class Elder B Ray 

Szczepanski placed 3rd, Class Men’s B 

Lance Taylor placed 5th, Class Men’s D 

Gene Washoe placed 8th and Class 

Women’s A Lisa Dicharry placed 7th . 

The 2024 Nor-Cal Championship was in 

Stockton on October 5th , 48 pitchers were 

in attendance, Willows had 4 pitchers 

representing them, Class B Lance Taylor 

placed 6th , Class C Gene Washoe placed 

3rd, Class D Lisa Dicharry placed 2nd and 

Ray Szczepanski placed 6th. The 2024 Nor-

Cal Doubles Championship was in Stockton 

on October 6th, 34 pitchers were in 

attendance, Willows had 3 pitchers 

representing them, Class A Lance Taylor 

and Lisa Dicharry placed 6th and Class B 

Gene Washoe and Marshall Merino placed  

4th . 

 

Lance and Lisa will be traveling to Tri-

Valley for their last tournaments on 

Saturday, October 12 th and Sunday, 

October 13 th, a beautiful place to pitch and 

a very sad farewell. Thank you, Tri-

Valley!!! 

 

Willows will be hosting their first 

tournament in 2025 on Saturday, March 22 

nd and Sunday, March 23rd. We would love 

to see you all there, come one come all!! 

We have had a busy year, we have met the 

most amazing people, who have become our 

family, I wouldn’t trade that for anything! 

I want to send a thank you to our Nor-Cal 

Officers, Joe Summer, Gail Sluys, Casey 

Sluys, George Davis, Dave Lane, Jeff 

Williams, Mike Anderson and Jasmine 

Brady, for all your hard work and your 

dedication  you put in daily, know that it is 

recognized and greatly appreciated! 

I beat Joe Summers!! Thank You, Lisa 

Dicharry 

 

STOCKTON 
     This year the Stockton Club was proud to 

host, for the second time, the NCHPA 

Singles and Doubles Championships.  The 

Louis Park Courts were in good shape for 

the event, and although the weather was a 

little hotter than what we had hoped for it 

was a good weekend of horseshoe pitching.  

The club is looking forward to putting on 

three regular season tournaments next year, 

and we plan on bidding for the State 

tournament, and the Norcal Tournament at 

the Annual Meeting.  Enjoy the off season 

and have great holidays with family and 

friends.  We’ll see you on the courts in 

2025! George Davis, President Stockton 

Club 
  

      



SONOMA  COUNTY 
Our tournaments in 2025 will be named 

after Sonoma County Club Champions.  

With the exception of one they are all active 

pitchers still. Our entry fee is $20.00 or 

Code 5. Payouts for 1st will be $60, 2nd will 

be $30 and 3rd will be $20 for each 7 or 8 

person group. Groups with less than 7 or 8 

will be adjusted accordingly.    

We intend on hosting on March 22, April 

12, May 24, June 21, July 19, August 23, 

September 30, and October 18.  Take your 

pick come to one of more tournaments at a 

great set of courts. Casey Sluys 

 

TUOLUMNE 
As our horseshoe tournaments go we have 

officially closed our courts for 2024 season. 

We had 4 tournaments scheduled, but 

unforgiving circumstances led to holding 

only 3 of them. 

Our Black Oak Tournament was a great 

success as we had 29 pitchers from around 

the state. Great weather, great food and 

prizes we all had a good time, with players 

saying, "see you next year". Class A was a 

battle between Diane Luiz and Tony Marino 

which Tony won. Corrine Cook took 3rd 

place Class B Robert Stoker took 1st, Mike 

Jones 2nd,  and Richard Morgan 3rd. Class 

C Vince Eisma didn't lose a match, Joe 

Summers took 2nd, and Rex Ille 3rd.  It was 

Rex/s first sanctioned tournament. Class D 

John Lema was 1st, Karen Bucci 2nd, and 

Jody Smullen 3rd. Our re-scheduled Park 

and Recreation on July 17th turned out 

better than anticipated. Nine pitchers played 

in the heat, Tony Marino took 1st in Group 

And  John Lemo in group B. 

Look forward to seeing everyone again in 

Tuolumne. 

Have a wonderful Holiday Season! Jo Ellen 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

















 
 









 
 

 

 



 

 
 



 

Come pitch with us  www.nchpa.com 

President (HoF) 

Joe Summers  

231 Escondido Drive 

Martinez, CA 94553 

(925) 260-0915 

40ftforever@gmail.com 

1
st

 VP (New Member Packages, HoF) 

George Davis 

1435 W. Vine St. 

Lodi, CA 95242-3861 

(209) 365-1190 

guydavis@comcast.net  

2
nd

 VP (Club Welfare, HoF) 

Jasmine Brady 

91 Leisure Park Circle 

Santa Rosa, CA  95401 

(707) 483-0070 

jasminebrady7@gmail.com   

 
 

3
rd

 VP (Statistician, HoF) 

Mike Anderson 

1614 Longspur Ave. 

Sunnyvale, CA  94087 

(408) 738-4661 

meanderson99@yahoo.com  

 
 

4
th

 VP (By-Laws, HoF) 

Jeff Williams 

743 Violet Lane 

Lincoln, CA 95648  

(530) 786-1646 

ringerjeff@outlook.com     
 

 

Send website updates to Jaz 

 

5
th

 VP (Paper Supplies, HoF) 

Dave Lane 

500 Poppy Circle 

Benicia, CA 94510-3714 

(707) 208-4649 

movingdave@yahoo.com 
Order scoresheets & plaques from Dave 

Secretary/Treasurer (HoF) 

Gail Sluys 

1721 San Ramon Way 

Santa Rosa, CA 95409 

nchpagail@gmail.com  
(707) 538-3128, (707) 486-0594 

Send tournament fees to Gail. 

Send Tournament Statistics to: 

NCHPA Statistician 

Mike Anderson 

1614 Longspur Ave. 

Sunnyvale, CA  94087 

(408) 738-4661 

meanderson99@yahoo.com  

Regional Director,  

Casey Sluys 

(707) 477-8893 

kcslushorseshoe@gmail.com  

NHPF www.nhpf.info 

Buy a brick and support the NHPF! 
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